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which lies near the triangular eminence, called the mental
process; it strikes upwards and inwards, and is lost in
the under lip, after having intersected the corresponding
muscle of the other side. Its action is to draw down one
side of the lower lip, but also, from its fibres extending
beyond the middle line, to draw down the other side
obliquely; both muscles (of the right and left sides)
therefore draw the lip downwards in such a manner as
to form a groove beneath it.

The levator anguli oris, which raises the angle of the
mouth, arises upon the surface of the superior maxillary
bone below the margin of the orbit, and descends
obliquely, diminishing at the same time in size, to the
angle of the mouth.

In antagonism to this muscle we find the depressor
anguli oris (triangularis menti), which depresses the angle
of the mouth; it arises in a long line upon the anterior
portion of the lower margin of the lower jaw, diminish-
ing in size as it approaches the angle of the mouth.

From the angle of the mouth also the zygomatic
muscle passes upwards and outwards to the zygomatic
arch.

By the risorius (Santorini) muscle we understand an
irregular and uncertain fasciculus which passes towards
the angle of the mouth from behind and below, arising
upon the margin of the lower jaw, but which is generally
nothing more than a few fasciculi of the great muscle of
the neck, the platysma myoides.

The last-named muscles stand in a peculiar relation
to the annular muscular layer (constrictor) of the orifice
of the mouth. The depressor anguli oris does not, for
instance, terminate at the angle of the mouth, or at least
does so only partially; the greater part curves round
this angle to blend with the muscle of the other side,